
June 15, 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians of the Class of 2020,  
 
In the coming days, the Class of 2020 will be celebrated through our Graduation Commencement Ceremony.                
The 2020 Graduation Commencement Ceremony will be a “drive-in” experience, which will allow for families               
to drive onto the Yorkville High School field to celebrate and experience graduation together. All graduates                
will have the opportunity to cross the Commencement stage to receive their diploma, and will watch the                 
ceremony from the comfort of their car. While this may not be the traditional ceremony we are accustomed to,                   
we are excited to bring a unique experience that you will remember and cherish. This letter will provide                  
important details that will help facilitate a successful and enjoyable experience for all graduating students and                
their families.  
 
Listed below is the date and time of graduation, along with your assigned parking space for your family.                  
Parking spaces were determined based on the alphabetical order of the graduates. The time of the                
Graduation Ceremony and assigned parking space are as follows: 
 
Commencement   Yorkville High School  Saturday, June 27th at 4:00 p.m. 
 
Your assigned family parking spot will be:  
 
 
 
Please be aware that any outstanding fees must be paid in order to participate in the Graduation 
Ceremony,  Any outstanding school fees must be paid with cash, credit card or money orders prior 
Friday, June 26th.  The main office will be open until 2:00pm.  
 
To ensure the Graduation Ceremony is positive for all students and their families, please be aware of the 
following guidelines:    
 

1. On the day of ceremony, Saturday, June 27th, all parking lots will open at 3 p.m. and families should                   
arrive no later than 3:15 p.m. Parents/guardians are expected to drive while the graduate is seated                
in the front passenger seat. Students are not permitted to drive themselves to graduation.  
 

2. Please write the name of the graduate and their assigned parking spot as large as possible on a full                   
sized sheet of paper and place it on the dashboard of the car, similar to Item Pick up/Drop off. This                    
will help facilitate a quick check in process. 
 

3. Once you arrive at the assigned parking spot, a staff member will provide you with a specialized bag,                  
which includes a face mask that should be worn any time the graduate leaves the vehicle.  



 
4. Over 450 graduates and their families will be participating in the ceremony. With this in mind, it is                  

crucial that we facilitate an experience that adheres to social distancing guidelines, and allows              
appropriate space for every family to enjoy the ceremony. Vehicles that would compromise the space               
of other families, lead to unsafe situations and/or promote gatherings of large groups of people will be                 
strictly prohibited.  Vehicles that are prohibited from the graduation ceremony include: 

a. Buses 
b. Open Bed Trucks 
c. Limos 
d. Tractors 
e. Any vehicle with an attached trailer 
f. Motorcycles, ATVs, or recreational vehicles 

 
5. Appropriate dress for Commencement is required which means dress shirts, ties, blouses,            

skirts/dresses, dress pants as well as dress shoes. Informal dress such as shorts, t-shirts, tank tops,                
sneakers, bare feet, etc. is not appropriate. Please be aware that graduates may walk a fair distance                  
through the graduation field as they proceed towards the stage, so please keep this in mind as you                  
select footwear.  STUDENTS NOT DRESSED APPROPRIATELY WILL NOT PARTICIPATE IN          
THE CEREMONY. 

 
6. Caps and gowns are an integral part of appropriate attire and should not be defaced with tape, badges                  

or signs. 
 

7. Appropriate behavior by seniors is expected throughout the ceremony and within the parking lot.              
Failure to demonstrate appropriate behavior could result in removal from the ceremony and/or a delay               
in receiving a diploma.  This includes socializing outside of the car with friends. We want to ensure                 
the safety of all family members and expect all participants to follow social distancing guidelines               
throughout the experience. 

 
8. Graduates will be directed by the Principal to leave their cars periodically throughout the ceremony,               

and staff members will provide instructions on how students will proceed to the stage. Procedures will                
be in place to ensure social distancing guidelines are followed as students are out of their car.  
 

Parents of seniors who are participating in commencement should be aware of the following: 
 

1. All graduates will receive an email with an assigned parking spot in the YHS Red Lot, Black Lot, or 
the Beecher Community Center Parking Lot. The names of graduates will be read alphabetically, and 
students are organized within the lot to ensure graduates proceed in the correct order.  

 
2. Once you arrive at your assigned parking lot, staff members will provide instructions on the location 

of the specific parking spot and the direction on which to park your car. Please refer to the linked 
directions for specific instructions for checking in and parking.  

 
3. Kabance Photo Services (www.kabancephoto.com) will photograph the ceremony.  Graduates will 

receive order information directly from the photographer.  
 

4. Parental behavior sets an example for our graduates.  We want to facilitate an experience that is truly 
memorable for all families participating. With this in mind, please refrain from attaching any 
decorations to your car that could impede others ability to view and enjoy the ceremony.  
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19mW1IIX5FhnehorwG3Xwk69wngfd5Cdh/view?usp=sharing
http://www.kabancephoto.com/


5. Our goal is to ensure that all families can hear the name of their graduate as they cross the stage. 
Please keep noise to a minimum, and refrain from honking your horn during the ceremony.  
 

6. Once the ceremony begins, cars will not be permitted to leave the ceremony. Staff members will help 
facilitate the exit from the ceremony. If you must leave the ceremony for any reason, staff and 
emergency personnel will be available to assist you.  
 

7. Restrooms will be available in the parking lot and Graduation Field on an emergency basis. During the 
ceremony and within the parking lot, we will have staff available to help. Please gain their attention 
and they will assist you.  

 
As the days to graduation quickly approaches, please take some time and discuss with your child the                 
importance of this opportunity.  Our goal is to provide a first-rate experience for your child and with your help                   
we know we can achieve this mark. Thank you for your continued support and cooperation. 
   
 
With PRIDE, 
 

 
David S. Travis 
Principal 


